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Marni, 43, said they chose
the downtown Tempe location
because “it was near shopping,
restaurants, (ASU) Gammage,
close to the kids ... everything
we wanted.”

* Avid travelers, they also liked
the proximity to Sky Harbor
International Airport and light
rail.

“This is for the long term,”
Ronsaid. “When our grandkids
visit, this will be the spot.
Hopefully we won’t move
again.”

The Marks are among the
new wave of condominium
owners that business owners
are anxiously counting on to
breathe new life into down-
town Tempe. While the pool of
these new homebuyers reflects
a diverse demographic, they all
-share a soft spot for the urban
lifestyle where everything is
steps away. ;

“We are excited about being
around a lot of people who feel
the same about living in a place
like this,” Ron said. :

The Marks’ original move-in
date of May 2007, has been
pushed back twice. Now it’s
slated for October.

Centerpoint developer Ken
Losch said 80 percent of his
condo buyers do not need to
sell a home in order to buy one.
His residents  include estab-
lished couples like the Marks,

recent college graduates buy-
ing their first home, singles in
their mid-20s, parents buying
condos for their college stu-
dents and couples in their 80s.
The bulk of his residential units
range from = $280,000 to
$450,000.

“We don’t really have a de-
mographic. It’s anyone who
wants this lifestyle,” Losch
said. :

Realtor Will Daly has run his
Web site www.WeKnowUr-
ban.com for about four years.
He said downtown Tempe’s
density makes it very walkable
and its location near attractions
like the lake and light rail are
among its selling points.

Daly said people- from all
walks of life have expressed in-
terest in or purchased any of
the nearly 1,000 residential
units that have recently opened

or are slated to open over the

next few years in the down-
town Tempe area.

“They want to be close to the
action,” he said. -

Sarah Porter, 29, was the first
homeowner to move into
Bridgeview at Hayden Ferry
Lakeside. She moved from
downtown Phoenix to her
1,750-square-foot condo in
February. She shares her two-
bedroom unit with a cousin.

“I had a business trip that
weekend, so I moved in one

case of wine and a case of beer
just to make sure I was the
first,” said Porter, a branch
manager of her family’s tem-
pered glass business.

Porter said she chose Tempe
because she felt its downtown
was more established than that

of Phoenix. She likes being able
to run or walk around the lake;

being near bars and restaurants
and is looking forward to walk-
ing to the nearby light rail stop
and catching the train to Phoe-
nix Suns games.

Porter said many of her
friends live or spend their free
time around ASU, so living in
downtown Tempe made sense.
“There’s a small-town feel. You
never know who ‘youw’ll run
into, you run into people you
know,” she said. “It’s so much
better than suburban living.”

Homeowners at Bridgeview
and its sister condominium Ed-
gewater are looking for a sim-
pler lifestyle that does not in-
volve a long commute or the

stress of yard work, said Bob'

Normile, sales manager for

-both bulldlngs The units range

from $600,000 to upwards of
$1.6 million.

Normile said his residents
are professors, doctors, pilots,
firefighters and everyone in be-
tween who prefers to walk
rather than drive to l1fe s little
pleasures
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- ment recently acquired a dog -

and a new K9squad officer to
provide additional security at
the bus maintenance facility wi

‘and around the light-rail sys-
‘tem. The dog will respond to
calls elsewhere if necessary. -

- .M Hire private security for

light-rail system.

provide security services for mu
 the Mesa and Tempe legs of will
route. Phoenix is traini
~own security. uati
- The contracted security offi-
~cers will work at park-and--* C(
locations in the two cities
d enforce fares on the train, -
among other things. Pohce; -

1 respond whenever it is ar
ecessary tomake an arrestor
-to provide addmonal secunty ~an
for events.

~ Hliron outtlle enforcement;,
t:t'.apal’l!l'ﬁem of securlty ofﬁ-'f :

City Coum:ll Wxil
; e. to determine
/Whether the privately con-
.t:‘acted security officers can

handling

issue civil mtanons to those

will issue civil citations,
M Hire more park rangers.

’needs.

| Metro, the orga.mzét\:lon:.;' n
- managing hg:ht rail, will work

. spondmg
with a private contractor to-

_dents due to response agree-

kkee them updated on chang-
who violate Tempe ordi-
nances. Tempe Police Chief '-

Tom Ryff will decide whether
- municipal security officers

Pl aas pU LUSIUC MY AL TSI

rise buildings such as the

- Centerpoint condominiums.

Tempe tgohce plan to work
er departments in

the region, including the
Tempe Fire Department |
‘B Evaluate ful:ure trammg -

:f'Flre Depart-
perience re-
hlgh-nse inci-

other cities, they
ntinue to evaluate .
eeds in. certaln 51t-;

to any emergen— ij
m:ght occur on or
e light rail. They
50 toure Centerpoint, -
I tour it again before
residents move in, to familiar-
ize themselves with its layout,
l Provide infonnatmn to

ardeclioa will !
hkel : contmue to meet with

ers across the community t

at may 1mpact them o

Sources. Cmdr. Don Yennie, 5gt: Dan;
‘Masters.and Sgt. Steve Carbajal of Tempe

. Police’ Department Roger Austin, Tempe's =
light-rail liaison for safety and security;
~ Mike Relchling Tempe Fire Department :

spokesman v




